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A.								Boko	Haram	
	

Boko	Haram.	If	you've	heard	of	them	at	all,	

you	 probably	 know	 them	 as	 the	 ultra-

secretive,	 yet	 hyperactive	 Islamist	 sect	

seemingly	 bent	 on	 murdering	 Nigerian	

Christians	 and	 bringing	 down	 the	 young	

democracy	 of	 Africa's	 most	 populous	

nation.	 In	 the	 span	 of	 little	 over	 a	 year,	

they've	 gone	 from	 local	 oddity	 to	national	

terror.	Yet	no	one	seems	to	quite	know	who	

they	are	or	what	to	do	about	them.	

To	 help	 separate	 myth	 from	 reality,	 the	

following	 is	 a	 brief	 introduction	 to	 Boko	

Haram.	

				 Origins	
	

Boko	Haram	is	actually	the	nickname	in	the	

Hausa	 language	 for	 the	 group	 officially	

known	 in	Arabic	 as	 "Jama'atu	Ahlis	 Sunna	

Lidda'awati	 Wal-Jihad"—the	 People	

Committed	 to	 the	 Propagation	 of	 the	

Prophet's	 Teachings	 and	 Jihad.	 Coined	 by	

northern	Muslims	and	subsequently	picked	

up	 by	 the	 press,	 the	 name	 Boko	 Haram	

translates	loosely	as	“Western	education	is	

forbidden”	 and	 is	derived	 from	one	of	 the	

chief	tenets	of	the	teachings	of	Muhammad	

Yusuf,	the	group's	early	leader,	who	claimed	

that	 western	 style	 education	 (“boko”	 in	

Hausa)	and	the	holding	of	government	jobs	

are	religiously	 forbidden,	or	haram,	under	

Islam.	

One	 of	 a	 number	 of	 young	Nigerian	 clerics	

who	 embraced	 Saudi	 Arabia's	

Wahhabi/Salafi	 strain	 of	 Islam	 in	 the	 mid-

1990s,	Yusuf	called	upon	Muslims	to	remove,	

by	 force	 if	 necessary,	 Nigeria's	 secular	

government	 and	 replace	 it	 with	 an	 Islamic	

state.	 Though	 he	 remained	 ambiguous	

enough	 to	 avoid	 prosecution	 for	 outright	

treason,	his	aggressive	rhetoric,	the	growing	

ranks	 of	 his	 followers,	 and	 fears—later	 to	

prove	 well-founded—that	 the	 group	 was	

stockpiling	 weapons	 soon	 began	 to	 worry	

local	authorities.	

After	years	of	tension	and	a	series	of	minor	

incidents,	 things	 finally	 exploded	 in	 July	

2009	 when	 a	 group	 of	 Yusuf's	 followers	

were	 stopped	 by	 police	 in	 the	 city	 of	

Maiduguri—Boko	 Haram's	 traditional	

home—as	 they	 were	 on	 the	 way	 to	 the	

cemetery	 to	 bury	 a	 comrade.	The	 officers,	

part	 of	 a	 special	 operation	 aimed	 at	

stamping	 out	 violence	 and	 rampant	 crime	

in	 northeastern	 Borno	 State,	 demanded	

that	 the	 young	 men	 comply	 with	 a	 law	

requiring	 motorcycle	 passengers	 to	 wear	

helmets.	 They	 refused	 and,	 in	 the	

confrontation	 that	 followed,	 several	 were	

shot	and	wounded	by	police.	

Yusuf	 responded	 by	 unleashing	 an	 armed	

uprising,	 breaking	 into	 a	 prison	 and	

attacking	 government	 buildings	 and	 police	

stations.	Fighting	quickly	spread	across	five	

northern	states	and	lasted	several	days.	The	

response	 from	the	 federal	government	was	

severe.	Federal	soldiers	deployed	to	rein	in	



	

the	group	were	filmed	summarily	executing	

suspected	militants	in	the	streets.	Yusuf	was	

killed	while	in	police	custody.	His	body	was	

discovered	 still	wearing	handcuffs.	 In	 total,	

over	1,000	people	died	in	the	fighting.	

Boko	 Haram	 was	 subsequently	 banned	 by	

the	 government.	 Its	 mosques	 were	

demolished,	 and	 its	 surviving	 members	

scattered	and	went	underground.	

The	Return	

	

After	 a	 year-long	 lull,	 Nigeria's	 Muslim-

dominated	north	witnessed	a	distinct	surge	

in	 violent	 attacks	 beginning	 in	 mid-2010.	

Several	 churches	 were	 bombed	 on	

Christmas	Day	that	year	in	the	central	city	of	

Jos,	 long	 a	 flashpoint	 of	 violence	 between	

Christians	 and	 Muslims.	 Militants	 bombed	

party	offices	and	assassinated	office	seekers	

seemingly	at	will	 in	 the	run-up	 to	 the	April	

2011	 national	 elections.	 In	 June,	 they	

managed	 to	 detonate	 a	 bomb	 inside	 the	

heavily	 guarded	 national	 police	

headquarters,	 then	 made	 international	

headlines	in	August	when	a	suicide	bomber	

plowed	an	explosive-laden	car	through	two	

security	 barriers	 and	 into	 the	 lobby	 of	 the	

United	 Nations’	 offices	 in	 Abuja,	 killing	

nearly	 two	 dozen	 people	 and	 wounding	

another	80.	Finally,	they	capped	the	year	by	

bombing	 churches	 and	 government	

compounds	 for	 the	 second	 Christmas	 in	

succession.	

Meanwhile,	 thousands	 of	 federal	 troops,	

deployed	 to	 northeastern	 Nigeria	 in	 early	

2011	in	an	effort	to	deprive	Boko	Haram	of	a	

secure	base	 from	which	 to	operate,	quickly	

found	 themselves	 bogged	 down	 in	 a	

sustained	insurgency,	complete	with	suicide	

bombings,	hit-and-	run	attacks	and	IEDs.	

What	do	they	want?	

	

Here's	where	things	get	complicated.	

As	all	of	this	has	been	going	on,	Boko	Haram	

has	 for	 the	most	 part	 kept	 quiet.	 So	 in	 the	

absence	 of	 any	 solid,	 verifiable	 demands,	

speculating	about	the	group's	true	aims	has	

become	 a	 national—if	 not	 international—

obsession.	

In	 the	 choosing	 of	 churches	 as	 targets	 for	

bombings,	many	 see	 an	 attempt	 to	 drive	 a	

wedge	between	Christians	and	Muslims	and	

perhaps	push	Nigeria	into	a	civil	war	fueled	

on	both	sides	by	religious	extremism.	

Some	observers,	struggling	to	come	to	grips	

with	 the	 dramatic	 growth	 in	 both	 the	

sophistication	 and	 frequency	 of	 attacks,	

have	 begun	 to	 suspect	 the	 influences	 of	

external	 groups	 bent	 on	 opening	 a	 new	

front	in	the	Global	War	on	Terror.	In	August	

2011,	General	Carter	Ham,	the	head	of	the	

U.S.	 military's	 Africa	 Command,	 claimed	

Boko	 Haram	 was	 collaborating	 with	 the	

Algeria-based	 Al-Qaeda	 in	 the	 Islamic	

Maghreb.	And	a	report	published	by	the	U.S.	

House	of	Representatives	Subcommittee	on	

Counterterrorism	 and	 Intelligence	 in	



	

November	 2011	 suggested	 that	 Boko	

Haram	 may	 have	 also	 forged	 links	 with	

Somalia’s	Al-Shabab.	

Others	 counter	 that	 while	 there	 is	 some	

anecdotal	evidence	of	contact	between	Boko	

Haram	 and	 AQIM,	 the	 latter's	 primary	

objective	 has	 always	 remained	 the	

overthrow	of	the	government	in	Algeria	and	

there	is	no	proof	of	operational	coordination.	

They	 point	 out	 that	 links	 to	 Al-Shabab—

currently	 tied	 up	 at	 home	 simultaneously	

battling	 Ethiopian,	 Kenyan,	 and	 African	

Union	troops—are	even	more	tenuous.	

Though	 Muhammad	 Yusuf	 advocated	 the	

establishment	of	an	Islamic	state	in	Nigeria,	

his	grievances	were	always	deeply	rooted	in	

the	 local	 politics	 of	 Boko	 Haram's	 native	

Borno	 State.	 Some	 northern	 dignitaries	

argue	 that	 the	 group	 is	 hardly	 more	

ambitious	today.	

In	 a	 video	 posted	 on	 YouTube	 on	 Jan.	 15,	

2012,	 Abubakar	 Shekau—Yusuf's	 deputy,	

previously	 believed	 killed	 in	 the	 2009	

violence—resurfaced	to	deliver	a	warning	to	

President	 Goodluck	 Jonathan	 and	 Christian	

leaders.	 It	was	 clear	 from	his	message	 that	

the	group's	primary	motivation	remained	its	

quest	 for	 revenge	 for	 the	 government	

crackdown.	Earlier,	in	a	secret	meeting	with	

former	 Nigerian	 president	 Olusegun	

Obasanjo	 in	 September	 2011,	 Boko	 Haram	

representatives	 had	 asked	 that	 the	

government	 withdraw	 its	 troops	 from	

Maiduguri,	 rebuild	 its	 destroyed	 mosques	

and	 pay	 traditional	 compensation	 to	 the	

families	of	those	killed	in	the	2009	violence.	

Hardly	the	stuff	of	global	jihad.	

If	 all	 of	 that	 wasn't	 convoluted	 enough	

however,	 there	 is	 also	 a	 growing	 belief—

particularly	 in	 the	north—that	much	of	 the	

current	 violence	has	 little	 or	 nothing	 to	 do	

with	Yusuf's	disciples.	This	theory	holds	that	

while	 a	 small	 number	 of	 nihilist,	 Islamist	

elements	 certainly	 exist	 in	 the	 north,	 Boko	

Haram	has	become	little	more	than	a	brand	

name,	 a	 murky	 confluence	 that	 now	 also	

includes	 criminal	 opportunists	 as	 well	 as	

disgruntled	 political	 bosses	 and	 their	

henchmen.	 “Boko	 Haram	 has	 become	 a	

franchise	 that	 anyone	 can	 buy	 into.	 It's	

something	 like	 a	 Bermuda	 Triangle,”	 said	

Borno	State	Governor	Kashim	Shettima.	

What	Next?	

	

Public	opinion	is	divided	over	how	to	deal	

with	the	threat	posed	by	Boko	Haram.	Many	

Christians	 have	 called	 for	 increased	

military	 action	 to	 obliterate	 the	 uprising.	

The	Muslim	religious	and	political	elite	on	

the	 other	 hand	 have	 exhorted	 Jonathan,	 a	

Christian	 who	 is	 wildly	 unpopular	 in	 the	

north,	 to	 demonstrate	 that	 he	 is	 the	

president	 of	 all	 Nigerians	 by	 reaching	 out	

with	 solutions	 to	 the	 endemic	 poverty,	

neglect,	 and	 political	 and	 economic	

marginalization	they	say	are	at	the	root	of	

widespread	 Muslim	 anger.	 A	 successful,	

lasting	resolution	to	the	current	crisis	will	



	

likely	 need	 to	 incorporate	 a	 little	 of	 both	

these	stances.	

Nigeria	 is	 no	 stranger	 to	 armed	uprisings,	

and	you	don't	have	 to	 look	very	 far	 to	see	

what	 works	 and	 what	 doesn't.	 After	

attempting	 for	 years	 to	 defeat	 an	

insurgency	 in	 the	 oil-rich	 Niger	 Delta	

through	 military	 might	 alone,	 the	

government	 finally	 came	 to	 a	 negotiated	

settlement	in	2009	that	provided	a	blanket	

amnesty,	financial	support,	and	job	training	

to	any	militant	willing	to	hand	over	his	gun.	

Those	 who	 didn't	 were	 to	 be	 shown	 no	

mercy.	Around	

26,000	 accepted	 the	 offer,	 and	 violence	 in	

that	 part	 of	 the	 country	 has	 largely	

subsided.	

Amid	the	growing	wave	of	violence	in	2011,	

Jonathan	declared	his	plans	to	use	a	similar	

carrot	 and	 stick	 approach	 in	 dealing	with	

Boko	 Haram.	 However,	 tracking	 down	

reliable	 interlocutors	 has	 proven	

problematic,	 and	with	many—particularly	

in	the	southern	dominated	media—baying	

for	 blood,	 so	 far	 there's	 been	 little	 carrot	

and	a	lot	of	stick.	

Military	 spending	 increased	 over	 30	

percent	 last	 year,	 as	 Abuja	 deployed	

thousands	 of	 troops	 to	 the	 northeast.	And	

it's	a	trend	that	looks	likely	to	continue.	In	

the	 wake	 of	 the	 Christmas	 church	

bombings,	the	president	placed	large	parts	

of	the	north	under	a	state	of	emergency.	He	

recently	claimed	that	Boko	Haram	elements	

had	 infiltrated	 all	 branches	 of	 the	

government	 and	 security	 services.	

Spending	 on	 security	 for	 2012	 is	 set	 to	

consume	nearly	 a	 fifth	 of	 the	 total	 federal	

budget.	But	as	long	as	Nigeria's	security	and	

intelligence	 services	 remain	 hopelessly	

stove-piped,	 with	 little	 capacity	 to	 mount	

coordinated,	 targeted	 operations,	 betting	

on	 the	 military	 approach	 will	 likely	 only	

result	 in	 broadening	 the	 kind	 of	 heavy-

handed	 occupation	 that	 has	 already	

sparked	violent	resistance	in	Maiduguri	and	

elsewhere	in	the	north.	

ISIS	

	

Where	did	ISIS	come	from?	

The	group	began	in	2004	as	al	Qaeda	in	Iraq,	

before	rebranding	as	ISIS	two	years	later.	It	

was	an	ally	of	-	and	had	similarities	with	-	

Osama	 bin	 Laden's	 al	 Qaeda:	 both	 were	

radical	 anti-	 Western	 militant	 groups	

devoted	 to	 establishing	 an	 independent	

Islamic	state	in	the	region.	

But	ISIS	-	unlike	al	Qaeda,	which	disowned	

the	group	in	early	2014	-	has	proven	to	be	

more	 brutal	 and	 more	 effective	 at	

controlling	territory	it	has	seized.	

ISIS	 put	 governing	 structures	 in	 place	 to	

rule	 the	 territories	 it	 conquered	 once	 the	

dust	 settles	 on	 the	 battlefield.	 From	 the	

cabinet	 and	 the	 governors	 to	 the	 financial	

and	 legislative	 bodies,	 ISIS'	 bureaucratic	

hierarchy	 looks	a	 lot	 like	 those	of	some	of	

the	 Western	 countries	 whose	 values	 it	



	

rejects	-	if	you	take	away	the	democracy	and	

add	in	a	council	to	consider	who	should	be	

beheaded.	

What	is	the	History?	

	

•	 	 	 	The	roots	of	the	Islamic	State	of	

Iraq	and	al-Sham	

The	roots	of	 ISIS	go	back	to	Oct.	15,	2006,	

when	what	is	known	as	the	Islamic	State	of	

Iraq	

(ISI)	 was	 established.	 That	 groups	 was	

formed	 by	 uniting	 several	 groups,	 most	

notably	 al-	 Qaeda	 in	Mesopotamia,	 led	 by	

Abu	 Musab	 al-Zarqawi,	 the	 Mujahedeen	

Shura	Council	in	Iraq,	and	Jund	al-Sahhaba	

[Soldiers	of	the	Prophet’s	Companions].	

ISI	 took	 Baquba,	 Iraq,	 as	 its	 capital	 and	

swore	allegiance	to	Abu	Omar	al-Baghdadi	

as	the	group’s	emir.	Baghdadi’s	real	name	is	

Hamed	Dawood	Mohammed	Khalil	al-Zawi;	

he	was	born	in	1959.	He	used	to	work	in	the	

Iraqi	 security	 corps,	 then	 left	 after	 he	

embraced	Salafist	ideology	in	1985.	He	was	

one	 of	 the	 most	 prominent	 promoters	 of	

Salafist	ideology.	He	was	made	head	of	Jaish	

al-Taefa	al-Mansoura	then	swore	allegiance	

to	 al-Qaeda	 in	 Mesopotamia,	 which	 later	

formed,	with	other	groups,	the	Mujahedeen	

Shura	Council	in	Iraq.	



	

After	 Zarqawi	 was	 killed,	 Baghdadi	 was	

appointed	as	that	council’s	emir	under	the	

name	 of	 Abu	 Abdullah	 al-Rashed	 al-

Baghdadi.	He	was	then	made	head	of	ISI.	In	

2010,	 the	 ISI’s	 ministry	 of	 Sharia	 matters	

announced	 that	Baghdadi	had	been	killed.	

Afterward,	 the	Mujahedeen	 Shura	 Council	

swore	 allegiance	 to	Abu	 Bakr	 al-Baghdadi	

as	ISI’s	emir.	

	

•				ISIS	spreads	to	Syria	

Abu	Bakr	al-Baghdadi	played	a	key	role	 in	

establishing	 Jabhat	 al-Nusra.	 But	 he	

considered	 Abu	 Mohammed	 al-Golani,	

Nusra’s	leader,	to	be	his	subordinate	with	a	

duty	 to	obey	him.	So	Baghdadi	announced	

the	 dissolution	 of	 Jabhat	 al-Nusra	 and	 the	

integration	of	its	members	into	ISI,	with	the	

new	 organization	 being	 called	 the	 Islamic	

State	in	Iraq	and	al-Sham.	

Golani	refused	the	order,	but	ISIS	appeared	

on	 the	 scene	 with	 strength	 anyway.	 ISIS	

quickly	 announced	 its	 areas	 of	 operations	

publicly	 and	 took	 control	 of	 wide	 areas	

without	facing	much	resistance,	benefitting	

from	 the	 Jabhat	 al-Nusra	 fighters	 who	

defected	 to	 ISIS.	 Some	 estimates	 suggest	

that	about	65%	of	Jabhat	al-Nusra	elements	

quickly	 declared	 their	 allegiance	 to	 ISIS.	

Most	 of	 those	 were	 non-Syrian	 jihadists.	

Entire	 brigades	 joined	 ISIS,	 among	 them	

was	 the	Mujahedeen	Shura	Council	 led	by	

Abu	al-Atheer,	whom	ISIS	appointed	emir	of	

Aleppo,	 and	 Jaish	 al-Muhajireen	 and	 al-

Ansar,	 led	 by	 Omar	 al-Chechani.	 Those	

defections	 allowed	 ISIS	 to	 take	 Jabhat	 al-

Nusra’s	place	in	controlling	several	regions	

and	posts,	most	notably	 in	Raqqa,	parts	of	

the	Aleppo	countryside,	and	parts	of	Aleppo	

city.	Jabhat	al-Nusra’s	latest	withdrawal	was	

from	 its	 headquarters	 at	 the	 Children’s	

Hospital	 toward	 the	 old	 transportation	

building	 in	 Aleppo.	 ISIS	 also	 seized	 the	

headquarters	of	other	groups	in	Manbaj,	al-

Bab	and	Azaz.	Jabhat	al-Nusra’s	small	posts	

were	replaced	by	a	large	ISIS	headquarters.	

It	 should	be	noted	 that	until	now,	 ISIS	has	

not	 engaged	 in	 a	 physical	 confrontation	

with	 the	 Syrian	 army,	 but	 rather	 fought	

battles	 with	 the	 “opposition”	 armed	

factions.	“Jihadist”	sources	attribute	that	to	

“ISIS	being	at	the	stage	of	establishing	and	

strengthening	itself	so	

that	 the	 jihad	 against	 the	 regime	 happens	

on	solid	foundations.”	ISIS	opened	the	door	

for	 new	 members	 without	 checking	 the	

quality	 of	 the	 new	 members.	 ISIS	 started	

paying	$200	a	month	 for	each	 fighter,	and	

thousands	 of	men	 in	 ISIS’s	 area	 of	 control	

joined	the	group.	

•				The	dispute	between	Golani	and	

Baghdadi	

A	 “jihadist”	 source	 told	 As-Safir	 that	 the	

reasons	 behind	 the	 dispute	 between	 the	

two	men	are	“purely	intellectual,”	whereby	

“Baghdadi’s	 approach	 greatly	 differs	 from	

that	 of	 Golani’s.	 Baghdadi	 believes	 in	 the	

necessity	 of	 declaring	 the	 emirate,	 or	



	

Islamic	state,	immediately	and	declaring	its	

emir	 as	 its	 leader	 who	 alone	 [makes	

decisions],	 and	 for	 the	 mujahedeen	 to	

swear	allegiance	to	that	Islamic	state	in	the	

territories	 [it	 controls],	 be	 they	 Syrian	 or	

non-Syrian,	 and	 by	 not	 recognizing	 the	

Sharia	 committee	 judges	 who	 come	 from	

other	Islamic	factions.	

There	should	be	no	law	but	ISIS’s	law.	Also,	

all	Islamic	factions	should	swear	allegiance	

to	the	ISIS	emir	or	be	considered	outside	of	

God’s	 authority.	 Military	 cooperation	

happens	 only	 with	 the	 battalions	 that	

declare	 exclusive	 allegiance	 [to	 ISIS].	And	

ISIS	 preachers	 (mosque	 preachers)	 have	

the	right	to	replace	the	local	preachers	in	all	

mosques.	 Moreover,	 all	 the	 spoils	 and	

financial	 resources	 belong	 to	 the	 ISIS’s	

treasury.	The	other	factions,	whether	or	not	

they	 are	 Islamic,	 have	 no	 right	 to	 that	

money.”	

But	another	“jihadist”	source	told	As-Safir,	

“The	difference	in	approach	is	nothing	more	

than	 an	 indirect	 reason.	 Golani	 and	

Baghdadi	 were	 in	 agreement	 on	 the	

strategies	 followed	 by	 Jabhat	 al-Nusra.	

Even	 though	 Baghdadi	 was	 not	 in	 full	

agreement	 with	 [those	 strategies],	 he	

agreed	to	temporarily	adopt	them	because	

Golani	held	that	[those	strategies]	would	be	

more	acceptable	to	the	Syrian	people.”	

The	source	added,	“The	main	cause	behind	

the	disagreement	is	an	old	personal	dispute	

between	 Golani	 and	 Abu	 Muhammad	 al-

Adnani,	 who	 was	 identified	 as	 the	 ISIS	

spokesman.	 Then	 there	 was	 news	 that	

Baghdadi	appointed	him	emir	for	the	Syrian	

branch	of	ISIS.”	

On	 that,	 the	 source	 points	 to	 a	 number	 of	

statements	 made	 by	 Adnani	 where	 he	

“described	 Jabhat	 al-Nusra	 as	 defectors	

from	 ISIS.	And	 he	 accused	 Golani	 and	 his	

group	 of	 being	 disobeyers	 who	 betrayed	

their	 pledge	 of	 allegiance	 to	Baghdadi.	 On	

another	occasion,	[Adnani]	asserted	that	all	

the	 reasons	 for	 a	 fight	 between	 Jabhat	 al-

Nusra	and	ISIS	are	present.”	

•				ISIS,	Jabhat	al-Nusra	and	al-Qaeda	

Loyalty	 to	 al-Qaeda	 may	 be	 the	 common	

denominator	 between	 ISIS	 and	 Jabhat	 al-

Nusra.	

ISIS	has	been	under	al-Qaeda’s	banner	since	

ISI	 was	 founded	 and	 inspired	 by	 the	

approach	of	Zarqawi,	and	from	the	jihadist	

doctrine	 stipulating	 “the	 loyalty	 of	 the	

branch	 is	 from	 the	 loyalty	 of	 the	 main	

[organization].”	 Therefore,	 ISIS’s	 loyalty	 is	

to	al-Qaeda	as	long	as	

[ISIS’s]	emir	Baghdadi	“didn’t	invalidate	the	

allegiance”	in	an	open	manner.	It	should	be	

noted	 that	 Baghdadi	 had	 refused	 to	

implement	 the	decision	of	al-Qaeda	 leader	

Ayman	 al-	 Zawahri	 to	 dissolve	 ISIS	 while	

maintaining	Jabhat	al-Nusra	and	ISI	 intact.	

On	the	other	hand,	Jabhat	al-Nusra	pledged	

allegiance	 to	 Zawahri	 in	 response	 to	

Baghdadi’s	announcement	about	dissolving	



	

Jabhat	 al-Nusra.	 Golani	 denounced	 that	

decision	the	next	day	and	declared	that	his	

“allegiance	is	only	to	al-Qaeda’s	emir	Ayman	

al-Zawahri	as	the	supreme	commander,”	in	

a	move	that	apparently	was	intended	to	use	

Zawahri	 in	 Jabhat	 al-Nusra’s	 dispute	 with	

Baghdadi.	

	

A	Timeline-	2004-	2016	

	

2004:	Abu	Musab	al	Zarqawi	establishes	al	

Qaeda	in	Iraq	(AQI).	

June	7,	2006:	Zarqawi	is	killed	in	a	U.S.	strike.	

Abu	Ayyub	al	Masri	takes	his	place.	

Oct.	 15,	 2006:	 al	 Masri	 announces	 the	

establishment	 of	 the	 Islamic	 State	 in	 Iraq	

(ISI),	 with	 Abu	 Omar	 al	 Baghdadi	 as	 its	

leader.	

2007:	Following	 the	 surge	of	U.S.	 troops	 in	

Iraq,	ISI	is	driven	from	Baghdad	into	Diyala,	

Salahideen,	 and	 Mosul.	 The	 organization	

retains	 only	 a	 fraction	 of	 its	 leaders,	 cells,	

and	 capabilities,	which	 are	 concentrated	 in	

Mosul.	

2008:	 ISI	 membership	 is	 strongly	

diminished.	 By	 early	 2008,	 2,400	 ISI	

members	 had	 been	 killed	 and	 8,800	 were	

captured,	 out	 of	 a	 previous	membership	 of	

15,000.	The	flow	of	foreign	fighters	into	Iraq	

decreases	from	120	per	month	to	five	or	six	

per	month	by	2009.	

2009:	 Iraqi	 Prime	 Minister	 Maliki	 targets	

Sunni	leaders,	increasing	sectarian	tensions.	

Support	 for	 ISI	 begins	 to	 increase	 in	 Sunni	

tribal	areas,	and	ISI	claims	responsibility	for	

suicide	 attacks	 that	 killed	 hundreds	 in	

Baghdad.	

April	 2010:	Abu	Bakr	al	Baghdadi	becomes	

the	 leader	 of	 ISI	 after	 a	 joint	 U.S.-Iraqi	

operations	 kills	Abu	Omar	 al	Baghdadi	 and	

Abu	Ayyub	al	Masri.	

July	 2011:	 Abu	 Bakr	 al	 Baghdadi	 sends	

operatives	 to	 Syria.	 One	 of	 them,	 Abu	

Muhammad	al	Julani,	becomes	the	leader	of	

the	Nusra	Front	in	January	2012.	

July	 2012-July	 2013:	 ISI	 launches	 its	

“Breaking	the	Walls”	campaign.	It	carries	out	

24	 bombings	 and	 eight	 prison	 breaks,	

freeing	jihadists	who	had	participated	in	AQI	

attacks	in	2006	and	2007.	

	

2013		

March	 4:	 Raqqa	 falls	 to	 the	 Syrian	

opposition,	 and	 secular	 opposition	 groups,	

the	Nusra	Front,	and	ISI	are	all	operating	in	

Raqqa.	 ISI	begins	moving	military	assets	 to	

consolidate	 control	 and	 break	 into	 new	

battle	fronts	in	Syria.	

April	11:	Baghdadi	moves	from	Iraq	to	Syria,	

and	claims	that	the	Islamic	State	in	Iraq	(ISI)	

merged	 with	 the	 Nusra	 Front	 in	 Syria	 to	

become	“The	Islamic	State	in	Iraq	and	Syria.”	



	

But	 Julani	 rejects	 the	 alliance	 and	 declares	

allegiance	to	al	Qaeda.	

July	21:	ISIS	launches	the	“Soldier’s	Harvest”	

campaign	 to	 diminish	 Iraqi	 security	 forces	

and	capture	territory.	

August:	 ISIS	 begins	 attacking	 rebel	 groups	

including	Liwa	al	Tawhid,	Ahrar	al	Sham,	and	

the	Nusra	Front	in	Raqqa	and	Aleppo.	

Dec.	30:	ISIS	militants	in	Iraq	take	control	of	

Fallujah	and	parts	of	Ramadi.	

	

2014	

January:	ISIS	takes	over	Raqqa	and	declares	

it	 the	capital	of	 the	ISIS	emirate.	Feb.	3:	Al	

Qaeda	officially	cuts	ties	with	ISIS.	

June	10:	ISIS	takes	over	Mosul,	launching	its	

largest	 offensive	 to	 date.	 Militants	 kill	 at	

least	600	Shiite	inmates	from	the	Badoush	

prison	 during	 the	 attack.	 June	 11:	 ISIS	

militants	take	over	Tikrit.	

June	12:	Iran	deploys	forces	to	fight	ISIS	in	

Iraq,	and	helps	 Iraqi	 troops	regain	control	

of	most	of	Tikrit.	

June	 18:	 Iraq	 asks	 the	 United	 States	 to	

conduct	airstrikes	against	ISIS.	July	17:	ISIS	

storms	 the	 Shaer	 gas	 field	 and	 kills	 270	

people.	

June	 21:	 ISIS	 seizes	 the	 strategic	 border	

crossing	 between	 Syria’s	 Deir	 Ezzor	

province	 and	 Iraq,	 as	 well	 as	 three	 other	

Iraqi	towns.	

June	29:	ISIS	announces	the	establishment	

of	 a	 caliphate	 and	 rebrands	 itself	 as	 the	

“Islamic	State.”	

Aug.	 2-3:	 ISIS	 conquers	 Kurdish	 towns	 of	

Sinjar	and	Zumar,	forcing	thousands	of	Yazidi	

civilians	to	flee	their	homes.	

Aug.	3:	ISIS	takes	control	of	the	Mosul	Dam.	

Aug.	 7:	 President	 Obama	 announces	 the	

beginning	of	air	strikes	against	ISIS	in	Iraq	to	

defend	Yazidi	citizens	stranded	in	Sinjar.	

Aug.	19:	ISIS	kills	American	journalist	James	

Foley.	

Aug.	24:	ISIS	militants	seize	Taqba	airbase	in	

Raqqa,	 Syria.	 ISIS	 now	 controls	 the	 entire	

Raqqa	province.	

Sept.	 2:	 ISIS	 releases	 a	 video	 depicting	

beheading	of	 journalist	Steven	Sotloff.	Sept.	

13:	 ISIS	 posts	 video	 of	 the	 execution	 of	

British	aid	worker	David	Haines.	

Sept.	 19-22:	 ISIS	 advances	 on	 the	 Syrian	

border	 town	 of	 Kobani	 and	 thousands	 of	

refugees	flee	into	Turkey.	

Sept.	22:	ISIS	spokesman	Abu	Muhammad	al	

Adnani	 calls	 for	 attacks	 on	 citizens	 of	 the	

United	 States,	 France	 and	 other	 countries	

involved	 in	 the	 coalition	 to	 destroy	 the	

group.	Sept.	23:	The	United	States	launches	

its	first	air	strikes	against	ISIS	in	Syria.	

Sept.	24:	Militants	aligned	with	ISIS	behead	

a	French	tourist,	Hervé	Gourdel,	in	Algeria.	

Sept.	 27:	 The	 United	 States	 begins	 air	

strikes	on	Kobani.	



	

Oct.	3:	Majlis	Shura	Shabab	al	Islam,	or	the	

Islamic	 Youth	 Shura	 Council,	 claims	 the	

Libyan	city	of	Derna	for	ISIS.	

Oct.	 3:	 ISIS	 releases	 a	 video	 showing	 the	

beheading	 of	 British	 aid	 worker	 Alan	

Henning.	CNN	

Oct.	 7-8:	 The	 United	 States	 significantly	

ramps	up	airstrikes	 in	and	around	Kobani	

to	counter	ISIS	advances.	

Oct.	15:	The	Pentagon	names	the	campaign	

against	 ISIS	 “Operation	 Inherent	 Resolve.”	

Nov.	 2:	 Leaders	 from	 ISIS	 and	 its	 jihadist	

rival,	 Jabhat	 al	 Nusra,	 meet	 in	 Atareb	 to	

discuss	joining	forces.	No	formal	merger	or	

cooperation	 between	 the	 groups	 is	

established,	 but	 ISIS	 reportedly	 sent	

fighters	to	help	the	Nusra	Front’s	assault	on	

Harakat	Hazm,	a	Western-backed	moderate	

rebel	group.	Military	Times	

Dec.	16:	A	gunman	allegedly	acting	on	ISIS's	

behalf	 seizes	 17	 hostages	 in	 a	 cafe	 in	

Sydney,	Australia.	

Dec.	 30:	 ISIS	 takes	 responsibility	 for	 a	

suicide	 attack	 during	 a	 funeral	 north	 of	

Baghdad	that	killed	16	people	and	wounded	

34	others.	

2015		

Jan.	 7:	 Two	 gunmen,	 Saïd	 and	 Chérif	

Kouachi,	 attack	 the	 offices	 of	 French	

satirical	newspaper	Charlie	Hebdo	in	Paris,	

killing	 11	 people.	A	third	 assailant,	Amedy	

Coulibaly,	carried	out	a	synchronized	attack	

on	 a	 kosher	 supermarket,	 taking	 hostages	

and	 killing	 four	 people.	 Coulibaly	

reportedly	 declared	 allegiance	 to	 the	

Islamic	State.	

Jan.	 26:	 Kurdish	 fighters,	with	 the	 help	 of	

U.S.	 and	 coalition	 airstrikes,	 force	out	 ISIS	

militants	 from	 the	 Syrian	 border	 town	 of	

Kobani	after	a	four-month	battle.	

Jan.	 28:	 Militants	 allied	 with	 ISIS	 claim	

responsibility	 for	 an	 armed	 assault	 on	 a	

luxury	hotel	in	the	Tripoli,	Libya	that	killed	

at	least	eight	people.	

Feb.	 4:	 ISIS	 releases	 a	 video	 of	 Jordanian	

military	 pilot	 Moaz	 al	 Kasasbeh	 being	

burned	alive.	

Feb.	15	–	16:	Libyan	militants	allied	to	ISIS	

release	a	video	showing	the	beheading	of	21	

Egyptian	 Christians,	 who	 had	 been	

kidnapped	 on	 January	 12.	 Egypt	 launches	

airstrikes	in	Libya	in	retaliation.	

Feb.	25	-	26:	 ISIS	militants	abduct	at	least	

200	 Assyrian	 Christians	 in	 northeastern	

Syria.	 The	 U.S.-led	 coalition	 launches	

airstrikes	in	the	same	area.	

March	18:	ISIS	claims	responsibility	for	an	

attack	 on	 the	 Bardo	 museum	 in	 Tunis,	

which	killed	22	people.	

March	 20:	 ISIS-linked	militants	 bomb	 two	

mosques	 in	 Sanaa,	 Yemen,	 killing	 137	

people.	 April	 5:	 ISIS	 militants	 seize	 the	

Palestinian	 refugee	 camp	 of	 Yarmouk	 in	



	

Damascus	where	more	than	18,000	people	

reside.	

April	8:	ISIS	releases	more	than	200	captive	

Yazidis,	 most	 of	 whom	 had	 been	 held	

captive	 in	 northwestern	 Iraq	 since	 mid-

2014.	

April	 19:	 	 ISIS	 posts	 a	 video	 showing	

militants	from	its	Libyan	branch	executing	

dozens	of	Ethiopian	Christians.	

May	17:	ISIS	take	overs	Ramadi,	Iraq	

May	20:	ISIS	seizes	the	ancient	Syrian	city	of	

Palmyra.	

May	 21:	 ISIS	 militants	 take	 full	 control	 of	

Sirte,	 Libya	 –	 Muammar	 Qaddafi's	

hometown.	

May	 22:	 ISIS	 claims	 responsibility	 for	 the	

suicide	attacks	on	a	Shiite	mosque	in	eastern	

Saudi	 Arabia,	 which	 killed	 21	 people	 and	

injured	more	than	100.	

May	 29:	 ISIS	 claims	 responsibility	 for	 a	

second	suicide	bombing	at	a	Shiite	mosque	

in	eastern	Saudi	Arabia	that	killed	4	people.	

June	 17:	 ISIS’s	 Yemeni	 branch	 claims	

responsibility	for	a	series	of	car	bombings	in	

the	 Yemeni	 capital	 that	 killed	 at	 least	 30	

people.	

June	 17:	 	 Kurdish	 fighters	 expel	 ISIS	 from	

the	 strategic	 Syrian	 town	 of	Tal	Abyad	 on	

the	Turkish	border.	

June	22:	Kurdish	forces	take	full	control	of	

Ain	Issa,	a	military	base,	from	ISIS	militias.	

June	 26:	 ISIS	 fighters	 kill	 at	 least	 145	

civilians	in	an	attack	on	Kobani,	Syria.	The	

same	 day,	 ISIS-linked	militants	 attacked	 a	

Shiite	mosque	 in	Kuwait,	killing	27	people	

and	injuring	more	than	200.	

June	27:	ISIS	claims	responsibility	an	attack	

on	 a	 Tunisian	 resort	 in	 Sousse,	 where	 38	

people	were	killed	and	39	were	wounded	-	

most	of	them	foreigners.	

July	1:	ISIS	fighters	carry	out	simultaneous	

assaults	on	military	checkpoints	in	Egypt’s	

northern	Sinai	Peninsula,	killing	dozens	of	

soldiers.	

July	20:	A	suicide	bomber	with	links	to	ISIS	

strikes	a	cultural	center	in	Suruç	–	a	Turkish	

border	town	near	Kobani	-	killing	at	least	30	

people.	

Aug.	 6:	 	 ISIS	 claims	 responsibility	 for	 a	

suicide	bombing	on	a	Saudi	Arabian	mosque	

that	killed	at	 least	15	people,	 including	12	

members	 of	 Saudi	 police	 force,	 in	 Asir	

province,	 near	 the	 south-western	 border	

with	Yemen.	

Aug.	 12:	 ISIS	 releases	 22	 Assyrian	

Christians	 of	 the	 dozens	 abducted	 from	

villages	 in	 northeastern	 Syria	 earlier	 in	

2015.	

Sept.	 3:	 	 ISIS’s	 Yemeni	 affiliate	 kills	 20	

people	in	two	bombings	in	Sanaa.	

Sept.	 24:	 ISIS	 claims	 responsibility	 for	 two	

bombings	 at	 a	 Yemeni	 mosque	 run	 by	 the	

Houthis	 –	 a	 Shiite	 rebel	 group	 that	 seized	



	

Sanaa	in	September	2014.	 The	attack	killed	

at	least	25	people.	

Sept.	29-Oct.	3:	Gunmen	linked	to	ISIS	kill	an	

Italian	 aid	 worker	 and	 veterinarian	 in	

Dhaka,	 Bangladesh.	 On	 October	 3,	 ISIS	

claimed	responsibility	for	killing	a	Japanese	

man	in	northern	Bangladesh.	

Sept.	30:	Russia	begins	airstrikes	in	Syria.	It	

claims	to	target	ISIS,	but	U.S.	officials	allege	

that	many	of	the	strikes	target	civilians	and	

Western-backed	rebel	groups.	

Oct.	6:	ISIS	kills	at	least	25	people	in	a	series	

of	 car	 bombings	 in	 Yemen’s	 two	 largest	

cities,	Aden	and	Sanaa.	

Oct.	 9:	 ISIS	 makes	 significant	 gains	 in	

northwestern	Syria,	seizing	six	villages	near	

Aleppo.	Oct.	10-12:	Turkish	Prime	Minister,	

Ahmed	 Davutoglu,	 blames	 ISIS	 for	 the	

attack	at	a	peace	rally	in	Ankara	that	left	at	

least	95	people	dead.	

Oct.	 15:	 Iraqi	 forces	 recapture	 the	 Baiji	

refinery,	 the	 largest	 oil	 refinery	 in	 the	

country,	from	ISIS.	

Oct.	16:	ISIS-linked	militants	from	Bahrain	

claim	 responsibility	 for	 killing	 five	 Shiite	

worshipers	 in	 the	 eastern	 Saudi	 city	 of	

Saihat.	

Oct.	 22:	 A	 member	 of	 a	 U.S.	 special	

operations	 force	 is	 killed	 during	 an	 ISIS	

hostage	 rescue	mission	 in	 northern	 Iraq	 -	

the	first	American	to	die	in	ground	combat	

with	 ISIS.	 Twenty	 ISIS	 fighters	 are	 killed	

during	 the	 mission,	 and	 six	 more	 are	

detained.	

Oct.	31:	Sinai	Province,	Egypt’s	ISIS	affiliate,	

claims	responsibility	for	bombing	a	Russian	

passenger	 plane	 over	 the	 Sinai	 Peninsula,	

killing	all	224	on	board.	

Nov.	 12:	 ISIS	 claims	 responsibility	 for	

suicide	 attacks	 in	 Beirut	 that	 killed	 40	

people.	Nov.	13:	Kurdish	forces	seize	Sinjar,	

Iraq	from	ISIS.	

Nov.	 13:	 ISIS	 carries	 out	 a	 series	 of	

coordinated	 attacks	 in	 Paris,	 killing	 130	

people.	 Nov.	 15:	 France	 ramps	 up	 its	

airstrikes	on	ISIS	targets	in	Raqqa,	Syria.	

Nov.	27:	 ISIS-linked	militants	 carry	out	 an	

attack	 on	 a	 Shiite	 mosque	 in	 Bangladesh,	

killing	 a	 clericand	 wounding	 three	 other	

people.	

Dec.	 1:	 Defense	 Secretary	 Ashton	 Carter	

announces	 that	 U.S.	 special	 operations	

forces	would	be	sent	to	Iraq	to	support	Iraqi	

and	 Kurdish	 fighters	 and	 launch	 targeted	

operations	in	Syria.		

Dec.	2:	 A	married	couple	allegedly	inspired	

by	 ISIS	 kills	 14	 people	 in	 San	Bernardino,	

California.	

Dec.	 10:	 U.S.	 officials	 announce	 that	

airstrikes	 killed	 ISIS	 finance	 minister	Abu	

Saleh	 and	 two	 other	 senior	 leaders	 in	 Tal	

Afar,	Iraq.	

Dec.	27:	Iraqi	military	forces	seize	Ramadi	

from	ISIS.	



	

	

2016		

Jan.	12:	A	suicide	bomber	with	links	to	ISIS	

kills	10	people	and	injured	15	others	-	many	

of	 them	 German	 tourists	 -	 in	 Istanbul's	

Sultanahmet	Square.	

Jan.	 14:	 ISIS	 claims	 responsibility	 for	 an	

attack	 in	 Jakarta,	 Indonesia,	 that	 killed	 at	

least	two	people	and	injured	19	others.	

March	18:	Salah	Abdeslam,	the	most	wanted	

suspect	 in	 the	Paris	 attacks,	 is	 arrested	 in	

Brussels.	

March	19:	A	suicide	bomber	kills	five	people	

and	 injures	 dozens	 of	 others	 in	 Istanbul.	

The	 Turkish	 Interior	 Ministry	 announces	

that	the	perpetrator	had	links	to	ISIS.	

March	 22:	 Three	 explosions	 at	 the	

Zaventem	 airport	 and	 a	 metro	 station	 in	

Brussels	 kill	 at	 least	 30	 people	 and	 injure	

dozens	of	others.	ISIS	claims	responsibility	

for	the	attacks.	

April	11:	Iraqi	forces	seize	the	town	of	Hit,	

which	 had	 been	 under	 ISIS	 control	 since	

October	

2014.	The	same	day,	ISIS	recaptured	Rai,	a	

Syrian	town	on	the	Turkish	border,	from	the	

Free	

Syrian	Army.	

May	5:	ISIS	captures	the	Shaer	gas	field	near	

Palmyra.	

May	 12:	 ISIS	 claims	 responsibility	 for	 a	

series	of	bombings	 in	Baghdad	on	May	11	

that	killed	more	than	100	people.	

May	 19:	 Iraqi	 forces	 retake	 the	 western	

town	of	Rutbah.	

May	 23:	 	 Iraqi	 forces,	 aided	 by	 U.S.	 and	

coalition	 airstrikes,	 advance	 on	 Fallujah,	

which	ISIS	has	held	since	2014.	

May	 24:	 Kurdish	 forces	 backed	 by	 U.S.	

airstrikes	 launch	 an	 offensive	 on	 territory	

north	of	Raqqa,	Syria.	

June	 12:	A	gunman	 attacks	 a	 popular	 gay	

nightclub	 in	Orlando,	Florida,	 killing	more	

than	four	dozen	people	and	injuring	at	least	

53.	The	attacker,	identified	as	Omar	Mateen,	

reportedly	 called	 police	 during	 the	 attack	

and	 pledged	 allegiance	 to	 ISIS,	 who	 later	

claimed	responsibility	for	the	attack.	

June	 26:	 The	 Iraqi	 army	 retakes	 Fallujah	

from	ISIS.	

June	 27:	 ISIS	 claims	 responsibility	 for	 a	

suicide	car	bombing	in	Mukalla,	Yemen	that	

killed	at	least	42	people.	

June	28:	Three	suicide	bombers	kill	at	least	

40	people	at	the	Ataturk	airport	in	Istanbul.	

The	

Turkish	 government	 suspected	 that	 ISIS	

was	behind	the	attack.	

July	 1:	 ISIS	 militants	 kill	 more	 than	 20	

people	 at	 a	 restaurant	 in	 Dhaka,	

Bangladesh,	most	of	whom	were	foreigners.	



	

July	 3:	 ISIS	 militants	 carry	 out	 a	 suicide	

bombing	that	kills	more	than	200	people	on	

a	 busy	 shopping	 street	 in	 Baghdad.	 The	

attack,	which	 occurred	 during	 the	Muslim	

holy	 month	 of	 Ramadan,	 was	 ISIS’s	

deadliest	bomb	attack	on	civilians	to	date.	

July	 4:	 Suicide	 bombers	 attack	 three	

locations	 in	 Saudi	 Arabia,	 including	 the	

Prophet’s	 Mosque	 in	 Medina,	 a	 Shiite	

mosque	in	Qatif,	and	near	the	U.S.	consulate	

in	 Jeddah.	 The	 attack	 in	 Medina	 killed	 at	

least	 four	 people	 and	 injured	 five	 others.	

The	 attackers	 were	 suspected	 of	 having	

links	to	ISIS.	

July	14:	A	31-year-old	Tunisian	man	drives	

a	truck	through	a	crowd	in	Nice,	France,	and	

kills	

84	people.	ISIS	claims	credit	for	the	attack,	

though	it	is	not	clear	whether	the	attacker	

had	any	formal	ties	to	the	group.	

July	18:	An	Afghan	teenager	carries	an	axe	

onto	a	German	commuter	train	and	injures	

at	 least	 five	 people.	 He	 was	 reportedly	

inspired	by	ISIS.	

	

3.	UN	Resolutions	regarding	the	Agenda	

	

-					ISIS:	

1.	Resolution	2368	(2017)	

Adopted	 by	 the	 Security	 Council	 at	

its	8007th	meeting,	on	20	July	2017	

2.	Resolution	2253	(2015)	

Adopted	 by	 the	 Security	 Council	 at	 its	

7587th	meeting,	on	17	December	2015	

3.	Resolution	2249	(2015)	

Adopted	 by	 the	 Security	 Council	 at	 its	

7565th	meeting,	on	20	November	2015	

4.	Resolution	2199	(2015)	

Adopted	 by	 the	 Security	 Council	 at	 its	

7379th	meeting,	on	12	February	2015	

5.	Resolution	2170	(2014)	

Adopted	 by	 the	 Security	 Council	 at	 its	

7242nd	meeting,	on	15	August	2014	

	

-					Boko	Haram:	

1.	Resolution	2349	(2017)	

Adopted	 by	 the	 Security	 Council	 at	 its	

7911th	meeting,	on	31	March	2017.



	

	


